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Studies used

Scottish Social Attitudes Survey (SSA) on Scottish independence 
referendum (2013-2014): http://aqmen.ac.uk/node/1881

Studies into young voters in the referendum context (2013-2014): 
http://aqmen.ac.uk/referendum/youngpeople

Attitudes towards constitutional change across the UK between the 
Scottish referendum and 2015 Westminster elections, including a 
comparative youth vote study (2015): 
http://www.aog.ed.ac.uk/news/last_3_months6/presentations_and_briefings_from_new
_research

Study on the 2015 UK General Election in Scotland: 
http://aqmen.ac.uk/Understanding2015GEresults

Study on attitudes on the UK’s EU referendum in six other EU 
member states: http://aqmen.ac.uk/projects/euukreferendum

http://aqmen.ac.uk/node/1881
http://aqmen.ac.uk/referendum/youngpeople
http://www.aog.ed.ac.uk/news/last_3_months6/presentations_and_briefings_from_new_research
http://aqmen.ac.uk/Understanding2015GEresults
http://aqmen.ac.uk/projects/euukreferendum


UK public attitudes in a historical context: a 
changed society?



Left-right attitude changes in the UK (BSA)



Left-right attitude changes in the UK (BSA)



Left-right attitude changes in the UK (BSA)



The story from Scotland

Nationalism? Advancing left ideas? 
Continued participation?



The 2015 general election in Scotland

Image source: The Scotsman



Scottish Parliament elections



Recent changes in party identification

Pre-referendum (2013/2014)

Post-
General 
Election 
(2015)

Labour SNP Con Lib Dem Other/ 
None

Labour 57 1 1 30 8

SNP 37 94 3 24 32

Conservative 1 2 78 3 7

Liberal 
Democrat 1 1 4 42 5

Other 
(incl. none) 4 2 14 1 48

Total N 
(100%) 217 196 110 47 105



Changes in party identification

Party Affiliation 2013/2014  2015
Labour 

throughout
Labour     
 SNP

SNP 
throughout

Gender

Female 50 44 52
Age

18-29 12 32 15
60+ 42 18 27

Education

Higher education degree 39 29 44
Below Scottish Highers or equivalent 44 44 41

Social class (respondent)

Semi-routine/Routine occupation 34 37 30
Employers/Managerial & professional 34 24 29
Total N (100%) 130 66 180

Percentage missing to 100%: other responses or don’t know (see report for details)



Explanation 1: Outflanked on the left

Party Affiliation 2013/2014  2015
Labour 

throughout
Labour     
 SNP

SNP 
throughout

“Government should redistribute income from the better-off to those who are less well 
off”

Agree strongly/Agree 66 68 73

“Which of these two statements comes closest to your own view?”

Benefits for unemployed people are too low 
and cause hardship 39 46 43

Benefits for unemployed people are too 
high and discourage them from finding jobs 50 43 45

Total N (100%) 130 66 180

Percentage missing to 100%: other responses or don’t know (see report for details)



Explanation 1: Outflanked on the left



Explanation 1: Outflanked on the left

Displayed are mean scores with 95% confidence intervals

Evaluation of Parties’ Position on the Left-Right Scale by Self-Positioning on
Left-Right Scale and Party Affiliation Change



Explanation 2: Scotland first
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Explanation 2: Scotland first

Independence support by national identity
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Explanation 2: Scotland first

Independence support by expectations about the economy
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Explanation 2: Scotland first

The most important factors influencing the referendum vote

1. Expectations about the development of the economy
2. Expectations about Scotland’s voice in the world
3. Expectations about the pride of Scots
4. Expectations about the development of inequality in Scotland

5. National identity
6. Evaluation of having enough personnel to govern Scotland
7. Evaluation of the ability to bail out banks
8. Expectation about the development of own finances

9. Being male
10. Pensions as Scotland-only or UK-shared
11. Age (65+  No)
12. Political positioning (Left  No)



Explanation 2: Scotland first

Independence support by expectations about inequality

46

37

22 20

11

74

53

27
23

17

78 79

35

13

5

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

A lot better A little better No difference A little worse A lot worse

%
 S

up
po

rt
in

g 
in

de
pe

nd
en

ce

2012 2013 2014



Explanation 2: Scotland first

Party Affiliation 2013/2014  2015
Labour 

throughout
Labour     
 SNP

SNP 
throughout

“When you were deciding how to vote in the general election, did you vote…”

... mostly according to what was going on 
in Scotland 24 52 48

… mostly according to what was going on 
in Britain as a whole 75 46 51

Closeness to Scots or Class  by Party Affiliation Change (excludes respondents without 
information on social class)

... (same class) English 43 13 22

… (opposite class) Scottish 38 57 61

Total N (100%) 126 65 172

Percentage missing to 100%: other responses or don’t know (see report for details)



Explanation 3: Party competence

Party Affiliation 2013/2014  2015
Labour 

throughout
Labour     
 SNP

SNP 
throughout

“How much do you trust the Scottish Labour Party to work in Scotland's interests?”

Just about always/most of the time 54 12 11

Only some of the time/almost never 45 88 88

“How much do you trust the Scottish National Party to work in Scotland's 
interests?”

Just about always/most of the time 37 82 97

Only some of the time/almost never 61 18 3

Total N (100%) 130 66 180

Percentage missing to 100%: don’t know



Explanation 4: The referendum

Party Affiliation 2013/2014  2015
Labour 

throughout
Labour     
 SNP

SNP 
throughout

I voted Yes 10 77 95

I voted No 90 23 5

Total N 122 62 176

Referendum vote by party affiliation change (excluding those who did not
vote or did not reveal their vote)



The story from the rest of the UK in contrast

Considering representation and engagement



Voting participation in 2015 General Election

18-19 20-24 25-44 45-64 65 or 
older All ages

England 27 31 47 69 80 63

Scotland 63 53 62 80 88 76

Northern 
Ireland † † 36 55 74 55

Wales † 24 53 68 81 64

UK 34 33 50 70 82 65

Percentage certain to vote, by nation and age

Restricted to those eligible to vote

† sample size less than 30.



A gradual, widening increase in Scotland



Political action

Percentage taken part in any political action, by nation 
and age

(Signing a petition, writing to an MP, taking part in a boycott or taking part in a
demonstration)

18-19 20-24 25-44 45-64 65 or 
older All ages

England 47 41 48 63 68 56

Scotland 71 54 60 67 63 63

Northern 
Ireland † † 49 65 66 55

Wales † 41 53 65 65 59

UK 52 43 52 64 67 58

† sample size less than 30.



Evaluation of devolution

England Scotland Northern
Ireland Wales

A little/Much more than fair 20 21 29 9

Pretty much fair share 37 35 33 23

A little/Much less than fair 43 44 38 68

Total (100%) 3406 1465 545 1059

Perception about own country’s share of UK 
government spending, by nation

“Don’t know”/Refused responses excluded



Representation in the change process

How well are interests of own country represented in 
discussions of how the UK is governed, by nation

“Don’t know”/Refused responses excluded

“Do you think that [England, Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales]’s interests are
properly represented in the discussions of how the UK is governed, or do you
think that they are not properly represented?”

England Scotland Northern
Ireland Wales

Rather/Very well represented 48 44 25 28

Rather/ Very poorly
represented 52 56 75 72

Total (100%) 3232 1459 540 1013



Who can influence the debate?

Percentage saying a group has the ability to influence 
‘greatly’ or ‘somewhat’, by nation

UK 
Parlia-
ment

politicans

Politi-
cians in 

devolved 
parl./as.

Politi-
cians in 
council

Political 
parties

Cam-
paign

groups

Trade 
Unions

Busines-
ses

Ordinary 
people

England 76 - 32 73 33 39 56 21

Scotland 79 57 27 75 34 37 56 25

Northern 
Ireland 73 29 23 69 29 33 53 18

Wales 78 42 21 71 28 35 53 17

UK 77 - 28 73 32 38 55 21

“For each of the following groups, please indicate how strongly you think they are
or are not able to influence the discussions about how the UK is governed.”

Answer options were randomised to avoid biases.



Governance options for England

EVEL Regional 
assemblies City regions

North East 70 55 58

North West 72 53 59

Yorkshire & Humberside 71 56 60

West Midlands 71 50 57

East Midlands 75 50 50

East Anglia 72 52 49

South West 72 50 52

South East 72 50 53

Greater London 66 50 57

Sample size 3811 3703 3750

Agreement with constitutional options for England, by region

“Don’t know”/Refused responses excluded



Westminster Referendum Constitutional 
convention Total (100%)

Conservative Party 51 43 6 838

Labour Party 34 56 10 833

Liberal Democrats 39 47 15 204

UK Independence Party 23 73 4 467

Green Party 28 61 11 190

Not close to any party 29 62 9 595

“Don’t know”/Refused responses excluded

Decision making for governing England

Preference for how decisions should be made, by party ID



Setting the scene: the EU referendum and its 
aftermath



The UK as a political unit

Views on Britain’s long-term strategy towards the EU, 
by nation (2015)

“Don’t know”/Refused responses excluded

England Scotland Northern
Ireland Wales

Leave the EU 31 22 25 28

Stay, but reduce powers 43 46 43 41

Leave things as they are 16 20 18 19

Stay, increase EU powers 7 8 9 7

Single European government 2 3 5 4

Total (100%) 3646 1457 549 1082



In 2014 the EU was not decisive in Scotland (SSA)

If Scotland became independent, should it be a member of the 
European Union?

YES (%) NO (%)

Definitely yes 31 36

Probably yes 34 34

Probably no 13 13

Definitely no 13 13

Don‘t know 10 10



Leave the 
European 

Union

Stay in the 
EU and try 
to reduce 
the EU's 
powers

Leave things 
as they are

Stay in the 
EU and try 
to increase 
the EU's 
powers

Work for 
formation of 

a single 
European 

government

Don’t
Know

Germany
N= 1500 16 20 9 27 17 10

France
N= 1500 24 23 8 16 14 16

Poland
N= 1500 9 26 22 22 6 14

Spain
N= 1500 11 22 14 24 18 11

Ireland
N= 1000 11 34 19 15 9 11

Sweden
N= 1002 27 25 14 12 5 18

“Eurosceptics” “Eurofans”

Wish for own country’s long-term EU strategy

“Do you think [COUNTRY OF RESPONDENT]’s long-term policy should be to... ?”



Comparing the UK to the other countries
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“Leavers”: socio-economically disenfranchised

But that is not the whole story…

Sources: Yougov & The Telegraph



Why do we see a different result in Scotland then?



Why do we see a different result in Scotland then?

Source: Eric Kaufmann: http://www.winchester.ac.uk/research/attheuniversity/FacultiesofHumanitiesandSocialSciences/centre-for-
english-identity-and-politics/Documents/English%20issues%20presentation%20Kaufman.pdf



Why do we see a different result in Scotland then?

“Leavers”: (often also) politically disenfranchised?



Where have Labour’s voters gone?

In a context where

 Public attitudes have shifted towards neoliberal conceptions, 

 People in England do not feel well represented, 

 Negative attitudes towards elites, immigration and the EU have 
become discursively connected, 

 And we find that a sense of English nationalism underlies these 
tendencies…



Voters realignment from Labour’s perspective 

 Moves to Conservatives believing the arguments of public debt 
as core economic concern (which Labour had not challenged 
discursively early enough after the 2010 General Election)

 Moves to UKIP channeling dissatisfaction with elites and the 
feeling of not being represented

 Moves to the SNP in Scotland based on grown relevance of 
Scottish politics and association with Scottish Government 
(SNP)

 Moves to the Green Party especially amongst younger voters

 Gains from the Liberal Democrats who collapsed as junior 
partner in the government coalition



Voters realignment from Labour’s perspective 
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